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Synopsis

This volume illustrates the history of the Lone Star State through color plates of sixty-four historic
Texas maps from the Marty and Yana Davis Map Collection, Sul Ross University, Alpine, and
includes ten original essays written by noted historians. Going to Texas is a catalog that will
accompany the exhibition of the Davis Map Collection to ten museums throughout the Southwest
over a period of two years. It will begin in Dallas at the Hall of State with the Dallas Historical Society
and conclude at the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame in Fort Worth.The maps range from
the earliest sixteenth-century maps of New Spain to early settlement, the republic and statehood,
and into the twenty-first century. These objects are not only historical documents but also served to
promote settlement or another aspect of Texas, to chart transport lines, and for the military. The
earliest maps demonstrate cartography as an art that only centuries later evolved into a science.The
accompanying essays cover the Spanish exploration, the Louisiana Purchase and the Texas
borderlands, empresario settlement, the Republic of Texas, the Trans-Pecos, statehood and the
Confederacy, the end of the nineteenth century, the Mexican wars, and Texas in the twentieth
century. They provide the historical context in which the maps should be viewed.The maps are
presented not only as historical artifacts but also as representations of culture, art, politics, and the
great trends of industrialization and westward expansion. They reflect much of the American
movement toward Manifest Destiny and the creation of the myths of The West. The collection
serves not only to illustrate Texas history but also American and European cultures over the

centuries. Both the map collector and the amateur will benefit from reading this catalog.
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Customer Reviews

| was impressed at the amount of history contained in this volume. The maps and information are
very interesting and provide a great historical identity of Texas and its mapping over the years.
Being a die-hard Texan and a map afficionado, it is a great addition to my collection. Only
disappointment is the book isn’t big enough! Would love to have seen it enlarged to a coffee table

sized book.

Good book for brief history surrounding the maps, but the maps are worthless for use, as they are

far too small to be readable. Huge disappointment, and misleading title.

The book is beautiful and informative. | wish the maps had been larger and appeared

independently, instead of being dropped into the pages as illustrations.

| really like the image of the Arbuckle Texas coffee card on the front. Nice touch.
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